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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. „ rf »•„„■„ 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^3 Ppgp""^^ tn r.nmmtinir.ation(s^ filed on 06 August 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E] Claim(s) 1-11 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 1-11 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)IEI The drawing(s) filed on 06 August 2001 is/are: a)G3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

12) IEI Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)ElAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .[3 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Jones 
et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,381 ,599 and Jones hereinafter). 

As to claims 1,10 and 1 1 , Jones teaches an information retrieval/distribution 
system comprising: an information retrieval request unit (i.e. a web browser front end) 
for requesting the retrieval of several kinds of information which are scattered on a 
network (i.e. the internet) (col 3, lines 1-67; col 4, lines 1-67; col 5, lines 1-67; col 6, 
lines 1-67); and a plurality of database management units (i.e. numerous 
sources/databases on the internet) for managing databases in which said several kinds 
of information are stored, wherein each of said plurality of database management units 
has management information about the databases which are managed by each 
database management unit (i.e. each DBMS must have information about its own 
databases/files/information content), and has management information about the 
databases which are managed by other database management units (i.e. the 
information repository consists of database objects representing information from 
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various sources/databases) which can be connected to said each database 
management unit through said network (i.e. internet) (col 3, lines 1-67; col 4, lines 1-67; 
col 5, lines 1-67; col 6, lines 1-67); and wherein when a retrieval criterion (i.e. the user 
provided requirement or query) is input to said information retrieval request unit (i.e. 
web browser front end), one of said plurality of database management units, based on 
said management information in one database management unit, retrieves the 
information in the databases managed by said one database management unit, and 
requests any other database management unit managing the database in which the 
information related to said retrieval criterion is stored, to retrieve the information in the 
databases managed by said other database management unit, thereby distributing the 
information corresponding to said retrieval criterion to the information retrieval request 
source (col 3, lines 1-67; col 4, lines 1-67; col 5, lines 1-67; col 6, lines 1-67). 

As to claim 2, Jones teaches that one database management unit manages a 
plurality of databases and can register the kinds of said plurality of databases as 
management information and, when the information retrieval is requested by said 
information retrieval request source, said one database management unit retrieves said 
plurality of databases to collect the required information, and then changes the data 
format of the collected information to a unified format (i.e. it changes the format of the 
raw source to the format required by the repository) and distributes the collected 
information to said information retrieval request source (i.e. the front end web browser) 
(col 3, lines 1-67; col 4, lines 1-67; col 5, lines 1-67; col 6, lines 1-67). 
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As to c,aim3. Jones teaches onedatabase mana96ment UOit the,UnCti0n ° f 
jesting said other debase —en, unit to retrieve the info— in the 
da tabases managed by said other database management unit followed by receiving the 
re sui, of the retrieval of said information from said other database management un,t to 
d istribute said resuit to said information re« ri eva, revest source (co, 3, iines 1-67; co, 4, 
l ines 1-67; col 5, lines 1-67; col 6, lines 1-67). 

As to c,aim4, JO nes teaches thatone manager has at ,east one of: functions 
of including the list of the management information possessed by said other database 
ma n a gement unit in the management information of said one database management 

has been newly revested to retrieve the reared information by said one database 
manag ement unit with the management information o, said one database management 
un K to obtain the difference between said both management information (co, 3, „nes 1- 
67- col 4, lines 1-67; col 5, lines 1-67; co, 6, „nes 1-67); and updating the management 
information o, said one database management unit, based on said deference; and the 
fu „c,ion of communicating with said other database management unit periodically and 
exchanging the management information with said other database management un,t 
each other to update the management information of said one database management 
unit (co. 3, lines 1-67; co, 4, lines 1-67; co, 5, lines 1-67; co, 6, lines 1-67). 
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M r e q ues t u* (oo. 3, lines 1-67; oo, 4, l.nes 1- 7, co^ 
67 , and connect one manage n, »n — 

datab ase n«-n- - n—o. ,e — ,n s ^ ^ 
datab ase in said 0^0.(001 3,-1-67-, oo, 4, ,,nes 1-67, col 5, 



lines 1-67). 



"» «':«"■ '~ "* 1 „ ^ , M „„,„» (- ». - '- 

col 5, lines 1-67; col 6, lines 1-67). 
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